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Director’s Diary Notes & Comment: 
 
I sincerely hope that everyone in Toc H, in the Southern 
Region and beyond, had a wonderful Festive Season and 
feels refreshed; ready for what 2011 will bring to the Move-
ment. 
 
At this time, however, we must think of offering our support, 
in whatever way we can, to all those who have been ef-
fected by the devastating floods in south east Queensland 
and the river plains of central and western Victoria. Many of 
you will now be aware that Toc H Australia felt it was ap-
propriate to cancel the Australian Council Meeting and the 
Youth Leadership Course. Both of these events were 
planned to be held in different parts of south east Queen-
sland at the time of the flooding in mid-January. The Coun-
cil meeting is now set to take place in mid-March 2011 on 
Bribie Island and a decision on the next YLC will be taken 
at this meeting. 
 
So what about 2011?  
We need to further develop the initiatives already in place: 
 

¶ a new branch/group structure(s) in metropolitan Ade-
laide to engage with general members, volunteers 
and supporters of Toc H 

 

¶ a plan to build a chapel/ multi purpose facility at the 
Victor Harbor Campsite ï a fully costed preferred 
design and fundraising strategy 

 

¶ a further push to induct new members into the Move-
ment following a successful 2010, and 

 

¶ a revitalised role for the Toc H Youth Action Team 
(YVAT) to present more opportunities for Toc H 
Youth Volunteers to perform community service ac-
tivities. 

 
If we can steadily work towards these goals throughout the 
year then I expect the outcomes at yearôs end will reflect 

our efforts, in a similar way to the outcomes we achieved 
together in 2010. 
 
Award for Tony Reade  
I am pleased to advise that Tony Reade  received a Medal 
of the Order of Australia (OAM) last week when the 2011 
Australia Day Honours List was announced (26

th
 January 

2011). His citation reads as follows: 
 
For service to the community, particularly through Toc H 
Australia, Rotary International and local government. 
 
While Tony has not been active with Toc H in recent years 
it is opportune to reflect on the community service he of-
fered through the Movement over many years. Here are 
some highlights: 
 
Toc H Australia Chairman 1977 to 1988 
Toc H Australia Council 1977 to 1992 
Director of the Toc H Youth Leadership Course 1989 
(inception) to 2007 
Awarded Life membership of Toc H Australia in 2002 
 
Tony has made a significant contribution to the role of the 
Toc H Movement in Australia today ï working with and for 
young Australians to build a better world. Well done! 
 
Around the Southern Region  
 
While on holidays in Perth, early in January, Christine and I 
were able to catch up with Harold Clay  in South Perth and 
it just happened to be on the occasion of his 85

th
 birthday. 

Harold is very well and sends his greetings to all in South 
Australia. 
 
In early April 2011 Christine and I are planning to be in Mel-
bourne. We will be catching up again with Stan McCred-
den,  to induct him into the Toc H Movement with the sup-
port of Victorian Toc H member John Brownbill . 
 
Yours in Toc H, 
Michael Thomas 



FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 

 
»» At the AGM in late November, we were delighted to induct the 
 following new members  -  Christine and Paul Manning, Jack and 
 Jackie Kornaat, Daniel Roberts and Patrick Korbel 
»» Regional Executive Members for 2011 are as follows - 
 Director, Southern Region             -  Michael Thomas 
 Treasurer                           -   Sam Wood 
 Secretary                           -   Mary Burford 
 Chaplain                           -   Christine Manning 
 Edwardstown Hall Chairman        -   David Hall 
 Directors of Camping                     -   Daniel Roberts & Patrick Korbel 
 Fundraising Committee Chairman  -     Michael Thomas 
 OHS & W Chairman                        -    Michael Thomas 
 Members                                          -   Rae Glover, Chris Kelly  

»» The World Chain of Light Service and Guest Night held on 12th  
 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ 
 with a most interesting address given by Bernadette McGrath,  
 Director of STTARS. 

»» Members and volunteers are reminded that Christine Manning, 
 our Chaplain, is available for pastoral visits or phone calls.  If you 
 would like to speak to Christine, you may contact her on 0458 522 
 451. 
»» Just a reminder to our General Members to send in your responses 
 to our questionnaire which accompanied a letter sent late last 
 year. We have received some responses, but would welcome 
 more.  If you would like to receive another copy of this, please 
 contact the office. 
»» ADVANCE NOTICEτThe Toc H annual QUIZ NIGHT will be held on  
 SATURDAY, 3rd SEPTEMBERτmore details later.  Put this date in     

your diary NOW! 

VALEτNEIL TRUSCOTT AM 
 

Neil died on 23rd January, aged 88 years. 
He was one of the great elder statesmen of 
Toc H, who had a distinguished career in 
the diplomatic service.  Neil served in Sin-
gapore, Indonesia, Germany, USA 
(Washington) and the Middle East.  He was 
the first Ambassador to Iraq. 
 
Neil joined Toc H in Perth at the age of 17, 
and maintained his membership while 
overseas, clocking up 71 years of member-
ship, which must make him the longest 
serving member by a significant margin. 
 
He and Doug Dickinson re-formed Toc H in 
/ŀƴōŜǊǊŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎΦ  !ƳƻƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ 
other service activities, the branch adopted 
the Emergency Flashing Light Scheme in 
ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
Youth Leadership Courses.  Neil was a 
member of the Australian Council and Pub-
lic Officer until about two years ago. 
 
Neil is survived by his wife, Claire, 3 daugh-
ters and their families.  Ray Geise and I at-
tended his funeral in Canberra, and Ray 
gave one of the eulogies. 
 
David Hall 

PROSPECT FAIR 
 
Toc H is organising its annual stall at {ǘ IŜƭŜƴΩǎ 
Fair on Prospect Road on 
 

SATURDAY, 19TH MARCH 
 
Lois Hall is looking for help with the 
following, and can be contacted on 
8370 2250 - 
 
¶ Provide fruit for making jam 
¶ Make jam 
¶ Cook cakes and/or biscuits 
¶ Supply garden plants (which 

have taken root) 
¶ Help with serving on the day 
 

LOIS, AND TOC H, WOULD VERY MUCH  
APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT 

 

VIETNAM EDUCATION PROGRAM: 

 

Further to information appearing in earlier issues of Contact, Flora, 
wife of Owen Nichols (Toc H Development Officer Youth) has visited 
Hanoi and met several of the YWAM (Youth With a Mission) work-
ers and the children who are benefitting from the above program, 
ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻǊπ
phans and needy children liveτmany of which are very old and in 
need of upgrade. 
 
The children who are sponsored through this program are provided 
with an educational opportunity which our children take for 
granted.  Consequently, they are extremely enthusiastic to attend 
school and learn all they can.   
 
Funds raised towards the end of last year through sponsorship of 
Toc H members were handed over to Roslyn from YWAM for the 
Child Education Assistance Project and were sincerely appreciated.   
 
Thank you to those members of Toc H who undertook to provide 
sponsorship.  We hope that we can increase participation in 2011. 



SUMMER CAMP 
 
It was with some trepidation that we disembarked from 
the bus at the campsite on Monday, 27th December 
with 25 children and 19 leaders. There was some light 
rain we feared might ruin our well laid plans for the day. 
However, it quickly cleared and improved with each 
passing day until we enjoyed a relaxing ride home 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǊŎƘƛƴƎ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜΦ 
 
As usual the summer camp was a thrilling, exhausting, 
challenging, fun and wild for both children and leaders. 
We packed in a lot of outdoor activities including a walk 
down to the playground and oval at Victor Harbor Pri-
mary School, many games of basketball, riding bicycles 
and scooters around the campsite, a walk down to the 
beach and a swim in the ocean, jumping on the trampo-
line and playing t-ball and cricket. 
 
We also enjoyed some quieter time in the shade doing 
arts and crafts activities including tie dyeing bits of ma-
terial in lots of exciting colours, creating masks, making 
pet rocks and juggling balls, painting treasure boxes, 
playing dress up games and bingo and watching a couple 
of movies. 
 
However, there were two stand out highlights of the 
camp! The water activities day organised and run by the 
volunteers of the Goolwa and Centennial Park Sea 
Scout Groups was a tremendous success as usual. The 
children got a chance to construct and row rafts, have a 
go at sailing, drive a power boat and have a canoeing 
adventure. These kids would not normally get a chance 
ǘƻ Řƻ ǎǳŎƘ Ŧǳƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ 
will last a lifetime. A very big thank you to John Hooper 
and all the scouts for their time and effort! 
 
The other stand out was the disco run in the hall at the 
campsite featuring a dazzling array of colourful lights, an 
energetic soundtrack and even a fog machine. The kids 

and leaders got a chance to let their hair down and have 
a party to celebrate the last night of camp. 
 
We had difficulty recruiting volunteer leaders for this 
camp, so we would especially like to thank all those who 
volunteered their time. These camps cannot run without 
the goodwill and efforts of these volunteers. Thank you 
to Tanya Brain, Tessa Chatterton, Timothy Hoare, 
Monica Hoare, Christopher Shiers, Ryan Hagemann, 
Toni Reynolds, Chuong Nguyen, Dean Farr, Natasha 
Watkins, Aaron Hassack, Caitlin Chehade, Aidan 
Sakovits, Caleb Lunt, Simon Crompton, Leigh Shiers and 
Justin McCredie. Well done to our large batch of first 
time leaders and a special thank you to our returning 
leaders. 
 
Special thanks to our caterer Jenny Mason, camp care-
takers Roydon Ellison and Ashley Triffett, and bus driv-
ers Alan Bell and Genesis Tour and Charter. 
 
Congratulations to Monica, Timothy and Chris for reach-
ing the five camp milestone. (A special congratulations 
to my fellow coordinator Daniel for having volunteered 
for ten camps! ς Patrick). 
 
This camp would not have been possible without the 
support of the following organisations who sponsored 
the campτwe thank them all sincerely: 
 

Kiwanis Club of Modbury 
Kiwanis Club of Gawler 

Kiwanis Club of Reedbeds 
Rotary Club of Brighton 

Rotary Club of Mt Barker 
Rotary Club of Adelaide 

Rotary Club of Campbelltown 
 
 
Daniel Roberts and Patrick Korbel (Camp Coordinators) 

 We have just received confirmation that Toc H can take part in the 2011 
Australia Central Community Lottery. 
 
This is a magnificent way in which we can raise funds, so all our members 
and volunteers are encouraged to take a book or two of tickets to sell. 

 
Tickets are just $2 each with great prizesτmore information about that in the next issue. 

 
If you sell tickets early, there is less likelihood that your friends and family will have already have bought tickets 
from another source!   Just contact Mary at the officeτshe will be pleased to forward you a book (or two). 

 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR SUPPORT 



BRANCH AND REGIONAL DATES 
February  

Tuesday     1st  Victor Harbor meeting  

Monday   14th  Prospect Branch meeting at home of Chris Winnall  

Tuesday   15th  Burnside Branch meeting  

Thursday  24th  Regional Executive meeting  

Saturday   26th  Joint Regional & Camp Board of Management meeting  

     at campsite 10.00 am  

March  

Tuesday      1st  Victor Harbor meeting  

Friday         4th  Victor Harbor Branch Badge Day  

Monday               7th   Prospect Branch Tea Night at Wallaroo Homes  

Saturday    19th   Prospect Fair  

 

April  

Tuesday     5th  Victor Harbor Meeting  

Monday   11th  Prospect Meeting    

FROM OUR ARCHIVES:   
The following details were from a report on the first Camp for Girls held at our campsite many years ago (almost cer-
ǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфплΩǎύ - the points may be of interest to our current day volunteer leaders - 
 
¶ Trucks were provided by Sir Alexander Dumas (former Managing Director of The Advertiser) to transport the girls 

with large heavy cardboard ends from newsprint rolls placed around the edges of the trucks to keep off the wind! 
 
¶ The girls and leaders had to fill the mattress covers with straw to form the palliasses on which they were to sleep 

(the tents had already been erected by the men) 
 
¶ Torrential rain caused many tents to be flooded (trenches had not been dug by the men!  ) 
 
¶ ¢ƘŜ ǘƻƛƭŜǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ΨŘƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƭƭΩΣ ǎƻ ŀ ŎƻǇǇŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ Ƙƻǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎƻ ŦŜŜǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿŀǎƘŜŘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜŘ 
 
¶ Cakes and biscuits were provided by various members of Branches 
 
¶ Prefects from Adelaide Girls High School and Unley High School supervised swimming and other outdoor           

activities 
 
¶ Each day the campers and leaders would walk to the beach and home in the afternoons 
 
¶ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀƳǇ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ƻŎ I 
 
Things have certainly changed since those times, but its wonderful to know that our camping program, offering camps 
to kids in need, still continues today (some 70 years later!). 

We spend January 1 walking through our lives, room by room, drawing up 

a list of work to be done, cracks to be patched. Maybe this year, to balance 

the list, we ought to walk through the rooms of our lives... not looking for 

flaws, but for potential.  

          Ellen Goodman  

TOC H AUSTRALIA SOUTHERN REGION 
OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday   9.00 am to 3.30 pm   (closed Tuesday and Friday)  


