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Director’s Diary Notes & 
Comment: 
  

During mid-May, I had an opportunity to make a 
quick visit to the USA while my wife, Christine, 
attended an international conference in 
Chicago. Both of us are not personally very 
familiar with life in the USA but we had a 
wonderful time, while in Chicago and later in 
San Francisco.  
 

One thing we did notice on our visit, however, 
was the obvious divide between the ‘haves’ and 
the ‘have nots’. While not wishing to involve 
ourselves in a commentary of social welfare in 
the USA it was a timely reminder of the genuine 
need which exists for many people who 
become disenfranchised from the community in 
which they live. The parallels here at home in 
South Australia are evident and beckon our 
concern and need to be involved. 
 
 

Brigadier Donald Willett AM 
 
It is with much sadness and regret that we 
acknowledge the death, in April, of a former 
President of Toc H in South Australia, Don 
Willett. Don served as our president from 1989 
to 2001 and was widely recognised for his 
support of the Movement. We remember with 
fondness his attendance at many of our 
functions and the interests he shared with 
members on these occasions. 
 
Don’s funeral was conducted with military 
honours at St. Andrew’s Church, Walkerville 
with a Toc H lamp present, lit throughout the 
service, as our mark of respect for his passing.  
We extend our condolences to his wife, Rory, 
and son, Andrew. 

 
Farewell, but not goodbye, to Mary Burford 
 
To recognise 18 years as Administrative Officer 
of Toc H Australia Southern Region we wish to 
celebrate Mary’s recent retirement with a 
‘farewell dinner’. The Regional Executive 
believes this to be a special event and 
encourages all Toc H members to join the 
occasion on Tuesday evening, 5th July 2011. 
Please check for details over the page and 
make your response to share with Mary. The 
more the merrier! 
 
World Chain of Light - Australia 2011 
 
The Australian Council made a decision at its 
March 2011 meeting on Bribie Island to 
nationally observe this event at the Anglican 
Newcastle Cathedral during the evening of 
Monday 12th December 2011.  
 
This is a departure from normally held annual 
observances in Brisbane and Adelaide and 
recognises the unique link with Toc H in 
Australia and the Warriors Chapel in the 
Cathedral.  
 
It is, therefore, very important that we gather 
together a Toc H presence in Newcastle for this 
event and I urge Toc H members in the 
Southern Region to think about attending and 
making plans to do so as soon as possible. 
Please contact Liz Smith at the Toc H Centre to 
register your interest. 
 
 
Yours in Toc H, 
 
Michael Thomas   



  

 

Vale – Brig. Don Willett 
 

As mentioned in the Director’s report Brig Don Willett died 

6 April 2011 aged 85 years.  

 

Michael Thomas and David Hall represented Toc H Southern 

Region at the funeral and felt it appropriate to offer the following 

information which highlights Don’s career and achievements. 

 

Staff cadet at R.M C. Duntroon 1942 - 1943 

Commissioned as Lieutenant in the Royal Regiment of 

Australian Artillery, 1943 

Served in Korea 1953 -1954 

Graduate of Australian Army Staff College, 1956 

Battery Commander 111 th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery, 1957 

Commanding Officer and Chief Instructor at the School of 

Artillery, 1960 

Graduate of the Indian National Defence College, 1972 

Commander 4th Field Force Group and Commandant 4th 

Military District, 1974 

State Director of the South Australian Liberal Party 

Member of the District Council of Stirling and the Chairman 

of the Council in 1987-88 

President of the Royal United Services Institute, 1974. 

Vice President and member of the Legacy Club of Adelaide. 

Vice President of the Victoria League for Commonwealth 

Friendship in SA and Chairman of the Joint Commonwealth 

Societies Council. 

President ofToc H in SA, 1989 - 2001. 

Honorary Colonel of the Australian Cadet Corps, Southern 

Region 1995 - 2000. 

Appointed a Member of the Order of Australia, 1998. 
 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

 

  WINTER KIDS’ CAMP 
  FRIDAY, 15TH TO MONDAY, 18TH JULY 
  
Our Directors of CampingτDan Roberts and Patrick Korbel are keen to hear 
from any of our volunteers interested in helping as a leader at this camp.  
You can access the application form via our website:    www.tochsa.org 
and fill in your details. 

The photo shows a happy camper at the 2010 winter camp 

 

¢ƘŜ ¢ƻŎ I YƛŘǎΩ /ŀƳǇǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΣ ŀƎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ т ǘƻ мм ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ  

well run with a good ratio of leaders to children, and enjoyed by the campers and leaders alike.  It is 
essential that leaders attend training prior to the camp. 
 

For more details—contact Dan on 0407 935 301 

or Patrick on 0422 495 490 or the office on 8443 8076 

 

  

 
  WHEN:    SATURDAY, 3rd 

SEPTEMBER 
            AT 7.30 PM. 

  
  WHERE:   BALLROOM OF BURNSIDE 

                     COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
                   401 GREENHILL RD, 

TUSMORE    
  

  COST: $15 PER HEAD  
       Note: no further charges 

  
 

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO:   
MAKE A TABLE BOOKING  

for 8 PEOPLE BY PHONING THE 
OFFICE. 

  

 

 

We look forward to your  
support for this  

fun event. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Year Prayer:     Time for New Beginnings     

―This is a time for reflection as well as celebration. As you look back on the past year and all that has 

taken place in your life,  

Remember each experience for the good that has come of it and for the knowledge you have gained. 

Remember the efforts you have made and the goals you have reached. 

Remember the love you have shared and the happiness you have brought.  

Remember the laughter, the joy, the hard work and the tears. 

And as you reflect on the past year, also be thinking of the new one to come. 

Because most importantly, this is a time of new beginnings and the celebration of Life!‖ 

Taylor Addison                        Blue Mountain Arts 1989   

  

 

SO LONG, FAREWELL! (but NOT goodbye)  

-  DINNER FOR MARY! 

 
 

A dinner is to be held on Tuesday 5
th

 July to celebrate with Mary  

on the occasion of her retirement. 

 

It is planned to start at 6.30pm for 7pm sit down.  

Venue:     Prince Albert Hotel 254 Wright St.  

(upstairs function room.)  

A 3 Course meal is available at $40 per head.  

Tea, Coffee & drinks are extra. 

Please join in and say thanks to our special guests, 

Mary & her husband, Peter. 

 

If you wish to attend please to RSVP by 20
th

 June to Liz in the office. –  
 

or by email – office@tochsa.org or phone 8443 8076. 

mailto:office@tochsa.org


 

LOTTERY TICKETS:  
 

Books are now due back to the office as the draw is not far away now! 
 

All tickets are to be sold by 30TH JUNE. If yours have been sold then please return them as 
soon as possible to avoid a last minute rush! 
 
If you still have tickets to sell for the Australian Central Community Lottery, please note that the 
ticket butts and money are due for return to the office no later than 4th July, please.  
Many thanks for all your help.  
 

You can post in the ticket butts and a cheque, or call in at the office with cash, during 
open hours on Monday, Wednesday or Thursdays. 

 
The draw will take place at Westfield Marion Shopping Centre on  

Saturday, 6 August, 2011 at 11.00am. 
 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During a visit to Melbourne in April Michael was pleased to induct Stan McCredden into 

the Movement. Welcome Stan! 
 

 BRANCH AND REGIONAL DATES 
 

June  
  

Tuesday   7th  Victor Harbor Meeting ñRev Tony Gates 

òGallipolió 

   

 Monday  20th  Prospect Branch ñmeeting  

   

July  
  

Tuesday  5th    6.30pm for 7pm sit down. Mary Burfordõs farewell  

 5 Victor Harbor branch.  

Monday  11 Prospect ð Tea Night.  

  

 

TOC H AUSTRALIA SOUTHERN REGION 
OFFICE HOURS 

  

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday   9.00 am to 3.30 pm   (closed Tuesday and Friday)  

  

JUST A REMINDER   ... 
  
To our General  
Members - 
Subscriptions are now 
 due and  
payable by 30th June. 
  
Many thanks to those members 
who have already paid for 2011. 


