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Director’s  
Diary Notes & Comment: 

 

In what is normally a quite busy time of the 
year, moving from winter to spring, I can 
report that it has been much the same for 
the Toc H Australia Southern Region. 
 

Newcastle – December 2011 
 
I have previously made mention of a 
special celebration to mark the World 
Chain of Light in Australia this year. Our 
National Director, Ray Geise, has put in a 
lot of effort to secure this event to be held 
at the ‗spiritual home‘ of Toc H in Australia, 
Newcastle Cathedral, on Monday evening, 
12th December 2011. 
 

A number of members have indicated their 
intention to participate in this event and we 
need to finalise accommodation 
arrangements as soon as possible. If you 
have not yet indicated your intention to be 
involved, but would like to do so, please 
contact Liz Smith at  the Toc H Centre at 
the  earliest opportunity. Please treat 31st 
October 2011 as the deadline. 
 

Toc H Quiz Night 
 

On Saturday evening 3rd September some 
85 Toc H members and friends were 
involved in a most enjoyable fundraising 
event at the Burnside Ballroom. 
 

With support of Toc H Volunteers from 
Concordia College and St Peter‘s College 
the occasion was well set up to provide for 
a lot of fun. 

 
 
 
 
 
Many thanks to our Quizmaster, Chris 
Kelly, and to all those who attended for 
their contribution to a most successful 
evening which resulted in raising $2,032, 
after expenses, for the Toc H Camping 
Program. 
 

Slowdown 2011 
 

This year Toc H Youth Volunteers from 
Concordia College and St Peter‘s College 
participated in the fun and activities 
leading up to a football game between 
retired AFL South Australian and Victorian 
footballers. While normally a contest 
between retired AFL Crows and Port 
Power footballers to raise funds for the 
‗Little Heroes Foundation‘, this year it was 
an interstate affair. 
 

On a magnificent early October Monday 
holiday afternoon many thousands of footy 
fans went to Adelaide Oval to watch the 
spectacle and weren‘t disappointed with 
the result – a win to South Australia by a 
solitary point! 
 

I do need to say that the volunteers are 
paramount to the overall success of this 
event. 
 

Yours in Toc H 
 
Michael Thomas 
 

    



VALE - ROBERT MAUMILL (1919- 2011) 
 

 

 

Toc H Australia Southern Region regrets, and is saddened, to advise 

that Rob Maumill died 31 August 2011. Rob was a much loved and 

long standing member of the Toc H Victor Harbor Branch. Rae Glover, 

member of the Regional Executive and member of Toc H Victor 

Harbor Branch has written an article about Rob, part of which we 

publish below. 

Robert (Rob) James John Maumill had a long association with Toc H Victor Harbor dating back to 

about 1952, when the Greenhills Progress Association was formed by a group of farming families on 

the outskirts of the town, close to the Toc H campsite. The people needed a handy meeting place for 

their dances, table tennis, badminton and their beloved concert parties. So they approached Toc H 

(who ran the camps from Adelaide and used the hall only during summer holidays) with the offer to 

tidy up the scrub, bring in their tractors to make a better path in and keep the hall clean, ready for 

summer camping. The arrangement proved a boon to the Adelaide Men’s branches who could then 

come down and find much of the hack work done in preparation for the camp to move in. 

This soon gave birth to the Greenhills Toc H Group which was largely responsible for the early land 

clearing, site levelling, tent pitching and other improvements during the 50’s when there was only the 

Women’s Association in the town after the Men’s branch folded due to depleted numbers after the 

war. Rob could tell may hilarious tales of the fun and fellowship that accompanied those busy times. 

Tasmanian born Rob met his beloved Merle from Adelaide, who became his wife, on a cruise to Fiji 

aboard the Strathallen. They were married in 1943. 

In World War II Rob joined the Air Force as a Radio Operator posted on the supply boat MV 

Wanaka. Not a month after his marriage, Rob was fortunate to survive when the boat was hit by a 

cyclone in the Whitsundays and 10 of the crew perished. Rescued by an American tanker and with 

severe injuries, he was hospitalised, but returned to three more years service in the islands north of 

Australia attached to a Liberator Bomb Squadron. 

After the war, Rob & Merle settled at Victor Harbor and established a dairy farm. Their children were 

born there (2 girls and a boy), where Greenhills and the Toc H connection came in. Merle’s beautiful 

soprano voice and Rob’s talent in drama led to a long and dedicated association with the local Choral 

and Arts Society as well as directing many High School plays of high standard. 

As a committed Christian Rob joined Cursillo (a worldwide movement of the Christian Church). He 

began to make wooden crosses for Cursillo candidates and became so passionate about their effect as 

a constant reminder of the power and presence of Christ, he modified and refined the design to fit so 

beautifully in the palm of the hand and carried in the pocket. He finally made over 13,000 to be 

distributed to elderly in nursing homes, patients at the Repatriation Hospital and many other contacts. 

Hand-crafting eventually became too much for Rob’s weakening hands; but still he had the crosses 

cut, sanded and routed for him by a couple of good friends so he could lightly wax and polish them 

with a hint of lavender oil in the room where he moved in 2006 at McCracken Views and where he 

could gaze peacefully and proudly from the window, across the hills to the very farm he came to over 

60 years ago.  

Rob was a dedicated member of the Toc H Movement and we give thanks for his life.  

  



 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: 
 

All members and friends are invited to attend the AGM 
of Toc H Australia Southern Region, which will be held 
at the Toc H Centre on Friday, 25th November at 7.30 
pm when the annual reports will be presented and the 
makeup of the incoming members of the new Regional 
Executive will be announced.  An induction ceremony 
will also take place during the evening. 
 

Mark this date in your diary NOWð 
we look forward to seeing you there. 

Supper will follow the meeting so please 
 bring a small plate of food to share. 

 
 

WORLD CHAIN OF LIGHT 

The World Chain of Light service will be held on Monday evening, 12th  December 2011 at the 
Cathedral in Newcastle, New South Wales.   If you are interested in joining a group going from 
South Australia please let Liz in the office know so we can make group bookings 
(travel/accommodation etc) if at all possible. 
 

CHRISTMAS BOXES:  

We are aware that many churches and other groups are involved with the 
Samaritan's Purse Operation Christmas Child, but we have done well over the past 
few years.  Let's keep it up!  Boxes will be available at the Toc H Office from late 
July and should be filled by mid October.   A list of suggested items for inclusion is 
detailed on page 4. 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincere thanks to all those people who arranged table groups and attended our recent Quiz Night, 
raising funds for our Camping Program and the 2012 Youth Leadership Course. 
 

We acknowledge & thank the following people and businesses for your generosity in 
donations:– 
 

¶ Officeworks, Trinity Gardens 

¶ Paul Mander at Riah Haircutters, Marryatville 

¶ Dymock Books at Burnside Village 

¶ Dyson Wines, Maslin Beach 

¶ Prince Albert Hotel, Carrington, Street Adelaide 

¶ Paul‘s Café, The Parade, Norwood 

¶ Lois Hall 

¶ Christine Thomas 

¶ Elizabeth Smith 

¶ Broadbeach Cottage 

¶ Burnside Village Pharmacy 
 

Thanks also to all those people who bid for the various auction items. 
This was a good fun night, with 85 people present, 
which raised $2032.35. 

Sincere thanks to our Quiz Master, Chris Kelly who was also our MC for the night, our Regional Director, 
Michael Thomas as well as our scorer Darrell Hamlyn.                          

 
 

WAYBACK GET TOGETHER: 
 

Members are reminded that our 
next get together will be held on  

  
MONDAY, 24th October at 12 noon 

 
Please bring along a light lunch.   

Tea/coffee and cake will be 
provided. 

 
 



BRANCH NEWS.      Since our last Contact, Victor Harbor Branch has been fortunate to find a new 

Chaplain enthused by Toc H and all it stands for. Already he has decided to become a member.  

Rev‘d Tony Gates readily accepted our invitation and was presented with the official Chaplain‘s stole at the 
76

th
 Birthday Luncheon held at the Red Orchid Restaurant in August. 

Director of Southern Region (Michael Thomas) came from Adelaide to make the presentation, and we look 
forward to a long association with Rev Tony and his wife, Ruth. 

London born and educated, Tony spent some years as a merchant seaman and circumnavigated the world, 
first visiting Australia in 1953, spending 6 weeks at Port Lincoln. Other details of interest in his life are: 

× 10 years regular soldier, British Army, Radar and Surface to Air missile technician, rank of Sergeant.  
× Second visit to Aust 1960-64, working at Woomera and Salisbury as a soldier in the British Army. 
× Migrated to Australia for theological training, ordained 1970, minister in a number of regional and 

urban areas. 
× 7 years in the Australian Regular Army and 5 years Australian Army reserve as Chaplain (Major), with 

stints at Wagga Wagga and Balcombe (Vic). 
× Industrial Chaplain (BHP Whyalla), Port Chaplain (Seafarer‘s Centre Port Adelaide), Hospital 

Chaplain, Calvary Hospital. 
× 10 years Personnel and Training Manager in the construction industry. 
× 15 years lecturer and tour leader for WEA, led tours within Australia and to Vietnam & Europe. 
× Served on Boards of British Sailors‘ Society, Parent Advocacy, Downs Syndrome Society, WEA and 

Mannum Museum. 
× Numerous visits to battlefields/cemeteries of Belgian Flanders; special interest in Ypres Salient and 

Paschendaele; returning in October 2011. 
× Visited Talbot House (birthplace of Toc H) returning October 2011. Found his first visit a very moving 

experience, especially being shown the ―Upper Room‖ where so many received their last communion. 
× Visited ANZAC Cove this year and took part in the Dawn Service. 

Indeed, Tony‘s experience augurs well for great rapport with our new Chaplain.                                Rae Glover. 
 

 BRANCH AND REGIONAL DATES 
 

October  4 – Victor Harbor  AGM.  

 24  Thebarton  Wayback Group -12 noon.  

   

Nov ember  25 Light Terrace  AGM 7.30pm  

December  12 World Chain of Light ð Newcastle.  

 12 Wayback  Group  -12 noon  

Christmas Gathering  
 

 

Goods suitable for Christmas Boxes:     
 

The following items are suitable The following items are not suitable to send - 
Something special—bangles, necklace, craft 
items, stickers 

Food or lollies of any kind—due to customs 
regulations 

Something to love—teddy bear, doll, soft toy Items which melt—toothpaste, shampoo, plasticine, 
play dough, batteries 

Something for school—exercise book, pencil 
case, coloring pencils, eraser, chalk 

Used or damaged items, including clothing and toys 
custom regulations 

Something to play with—tennis balls, cars, 
skipping rope, yo-yo, marbles, finger puppet 

Breakable items 

Something to wear—t-shirt, shorts, underwear, 
cap, beanie, thongs  

Anything which could scare or harm—toy guns, war 
related toys 

Personal hygiene—toothbrush, hair brush, hair 
clips comb 

Any gambling related item—play money, playing 
cards 

 Anything of a religious, racial or political nature 
 
 
 
 

TOC H AUSTRALIA SOUTHERN REGION  
  26 LIGHT TCE,THEBARTON   PHONE/FAX: 8443 8076  

EMAIL: office@tochsa.org    WEBSITE:     WWW.tochsa.org 

-   OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday   9.00 am to 3.30 pm   (closed Tuesday and Friday)  


